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MEDIA RELEASE
February 2, 1987
UM ANNOUNCES WINTER ENROLLMENT
MISSOULA —
Winter 1987 enrollment at the University of Montana is
8,552, down from 8,809 a year ago.
According to UM Registrar Phil Bain, who released the
figures, much of the decline was attributable to fewer part-time
students.

Bain pointed out that while head count enrollment was

down 3.2 percent, full-time equivalent enrollment, the measure
used to calculate state funding, declined only 1.7 percent to
7,739.
Bain speculated that a weak economy was making it harder for
people who didn't have to be in school to stay in school.
He also thought that fewer night school courses had
contributed to the decline in part-time students.

Budget cuts,

announced by Governor Schwinden in December, forced the Center
for Continuing Education and Summer Programs to reduce night
school offerings from 107 fall quarter to 77 this winter.
Fee-payment data, compiled by the UM Office of Institutional
Research, suggest an unusually large drop in the number of outof-state students.

According to Jim Oloman, director of

research, the number of students paying non-resident tuition
typically declines between 4 and 5 percent from fall to winter
more
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quarter.
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This winter the decline was 8.1 percent, the largest on

record.
The second largest loss of out-of-state students, 6.67
percent, occurred from fall to winter in 1978-79 when the
University of Montana, facing similar budget problems, was
cutting programs and faculty.
There is general agreement among UM administrators that the
loss of out-of-state students probably reflects doubts about the
University's financial health and the specter of additional,
proposed budget cuts that could eliminate the UM School of
Pharmacy and five other academic programs.
In the last year, the University of Montana's budget has
been cut -- first by the Legislature then by the governor -- a
total of $2.4 million.

The governor's proposed budget for the

coming biennium, if adopted, would cut an additional $1.2 million
from the University budget.
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